458                           PLUTARCH'S LIVES
who are with child, and makes those conceive who are barren. Caesar,
dressed in a triumphal robe, seated himself in a golden chair at the
rostra to view this ceremony. Antony, as consul, was one of those
who ran this course, and when he came into the forum, and the people
made way for him, he went up and reached to Caesar a diadem
wreathed with laurel. Upon this there was a shout, but only a slight
one, made by the few who were planted there for that purpose; but
when Caesar refused it, there was universal applause. Upon the
second offer, very few, and upon the second refusal, all again ap-
plauded. Csesar finding it would not take, rose up, and ordered the
crown to be carried into the capitol. Caesar's statues were afterwards
found with royal diadems on their heads. Flavius and Marullus, two
tribunes of the people, went presently and pulled them off, and hav-
ing apprehended those who first saluted Caesar as king committed them
to prison. The people followed them with acclamations, and' called
them by the name of Brutus, because Brutus was the first who ended
the succession of kings, and transferred the power which before was
lodged in one man into the hands of the senate and people. Caesar
so far resented this, that he displaced Marullus and Flavius; and in
urging his charges against them, at the same time ridiculed the
people, by himself giving the men more than once the names of
Bruti and Cumaei.
This made the multitude turn their thoughts to Marcus Brutus, who,
by his father's side, was thought to be descended from that first
Brutus, and by his mother's side from the Servilii, another noble
family, being besides nephew and son-in-law to Cato. But the
honors and favors he had received from Csesar took off the edge
from the desires he might himself have felt for overthrowing the
new monarchy. For he had not only been pardoned himself after
Pompey's defeat at Pharsalia, and had procured the same grace for
many of his friends, but was one in whom Caesar had a particular
confidence. He had at that time the most honorable praetorship for
the year, and was named for the consulship four years after, being
preferred before Cassius, his competitor. Upon the question as to
the choice, Caesar, it is related, said that Cassius had the fairer pre-
tensions, but that he could not pass by Brutus. Nor would he after-
wards listen to some who spoke against Brutus, when the conspiracy
against him was already afoot, but laying his hand on his body, said to
the informers, "Brutus will wait for this skin of mine," intimating
that he was worthy to bear rule on account of his virtue, but would not
be base and ungrateful to gain it. Those who desired a change, and
looked on him as the only, or at least the most proper, person to ef-
fect it, did not venture to speak with him; but in the night-time laid
papers about his chair of state, where he used to sit and determine
causes, with such sentences in them as, "You are asleep, Brutus/'